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Next General Meeting 
 

Date: Thursday, 11 July 2013 
Venue: Thaba Meetse 

2km from 4-way stop in Vaalwater on Melkrivier road 
note new venue 

Time: 2:00 pm 
 

Guest Speakers: 
 

Brett Coutts, Digby Wells Environmental 
What’s Happening in the Waterberg Coal Field 

 
plus 

 
Andre Uys 

Gambella’s Hidden Treasures 
White-Eared Kob, Nile Lechwe, and more from Ethiopia 

 
plus 

 
Gustav Collins 

Save the Waterberg Rhino 
 

Food and Refreshments provided 
 

RSVP to Heidi Carlton by Monday 8 July 2013 
(contact details at left) 

 
Note these meeting dates for 2013: 

12 September, 28 November 
 

Anna Merz 
1931-2013 

 
Anna Merz, a most remarkable person who lived a most adventurous 
life, died in a Pretoria hospital on April 4 after a brief illness.  She was 
81.  Anna had lived in the Waterberg since 1996 and was an Honorary 
Member of the Waterberg Nature Conservancy.  She is rightly 
celebrated as the leader of the successful effort to save the black rhino 
in Kenya.   
 
From an early age, Anna loved animals, travel, and adventure, and was 
a keen and accomplished horsewoman.  Those passions drove her life. 
 
Born in England on November 17, 1931, Anna studied politics and 
economics at Nottingham University, then read for the Bar at Lincoln’s 
Inn.  With her first husband Ernie, Anna moved in 1958 to Ghana, where 
for nearly 18 years she ran a light engineering workshop and trained and 
rode racing ponies.  She also worked as an honorary warden for the 
Ghanaian Game Department and National Park and took five Land 
Rover trips into the Sahara to reconnoitre sites for wildlife reserves. 
 



 

!FOR SALE and TO LET! 
 
 

Share Blocks for Sale 
 

There are a number of shares for sale in 
Hermanusdoorns Share Block.  As all 

shares have been issued, these shares 
are offered by individual members. There 

is a central website created with all 
current opportunities listed:  

www.hdoorns.co.za 
 
 

Farm for Sale 
 

951 hectares of Waterberg bushveld. 
Spectacular escarpment views, 

mountains and valleys. Private nature 
reserve suitable for tourism, game 

ranching or equestrian uses, lifestyle 
living. Two lovely homes. Three guest 

chalets. Pool. Abundant water. Varied and 
plentiful birdlife and game. Remote, 

secluded.  014 721 0063.  
jdmiller@telkomsa.net 

 

 
 
 

Cottage To Let 
 

Lovely thatched riverside cottage to let, 
on a game farm in the Waterberg, 

Melkrivier area.  Main bedroom en-suite, 
small second bedroom with shower, open 
plan living area with kitchen.  Would suit a 

retired gent/couple.  R2000 pm plus 
electricity.  011 455 1439. 

sheriffs@iafrica.com. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

In 1976 she and her second husband Karl moved to Kenya and by 1981 
she had established the Ngare Sergoi Rhino Sanctuary on Lewa Downs 
ranch, at the foot of Mt. Kenya.  Her 1991 book Rhino at the Brink of 
Extinction provides a detailed account of how, in the face of ridicule and 
disbelief, she first coaxed 10,000 acres of Africa from a farming family 
and then permission from the Kenyan government to search for and 
capture the last remaining black rhinos in the wild. 

 

 
 
By 1994, the whole of Lewa Downs as well as the government-owned 
Ngare Ndare Forest Reserve had been enclosed within a 2.5-meter-high 
electric fence, creating a 61,000 acre rhino sanctuary.  For three and a 
half years Anna hand-reared a female black rhino calf that had been 
abandoned at birth by its mother, and then successfully re-introduced 
her into the wild. 
  
Desmond Morris, the world-renowned zoologist and author, wrote in the 
forward to Anna's book, "I have met many remarkable animal specialists 
during my life, but none so extraordinary as Anna Merz.  What Joy 
Adamson was to lions, Dian Fossey was to Gorillas, and Jane Goodall is 
to chimpanzees, Anna Merz is to rhinos." 
 
For her rhino conservation work in Kenya, Anna was in 1990 named a 
Laureate of the Global 500, a United Nations programme that 
recognizes and honours environmental achievement. 
 
Her 1992 book, Golden Dunes and Desert Mountains recounts her 
absorbing life in Africa and exciting journeys around the world.  The 
book's prologue suggests her personal philosophy, quoting in part a 
poem by the British poet James Elroy Flecker: 
 
We are the pilgrims, Master, 
We must go always a little further. 
For it may be, beyond that last blue mountain 
Limned with snow, beyond that angry or that glimmering sea, 
High on a throne, or guarded in a cave, 
There lives a man who knows why men are born. 
 
Her continued involvement with the Lewa Wildlife Conservancy and the 
International Rhino Foundation are testimony to her enduring devotion to 
the cause of rhino conservation.  She carried on raising funds, both 
through lectures around the world as well as endurance rides, one as 
recently as 2011 across the Kalahari Desert of Botswana.  Here in the 
Waterberg, she continued to ride regularly and care for her eight beloved 
dogs.  We miss her now. 
 
If you search Anna’s name on the web, you will find many, many stories 
and tributes to her and her extraordinary life. 
 



 
Share Blocks for Sale 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome New Member 
 

A warm welcome to a new member of the Conservancy – Marakele 
Park Pty Ltd, a “Schedule Two Contractual Park”, adjacent to Marakele 
National Park.  At our February meeting, Andre Uys, General Manager 
of the reserve, told us about the management plans and Pete Oxford 
showed us some outstanding photos of the park’s various and plentiful 
game.   
 
Our 68 Conservancy members' properties now total over 185,000 
hectares.  For those of you in the Waterberg who are receiving this 
Newsletter but are not Conservancy members, please join us.  We 
reflect a variety of bush activities – private reserves and private homes, 
tourism operations, game ranching, hunting, commercial agriculture, 
conservation research, environmental education, small business.   
 
 

DREAM / DROOM Vaalwater! 
 

Recently, those of you who visit Vaalwater on a Saturday morning might 
have noticed a few groups of people along the roadside in red T-shirts, 
picking up rubbish, removing broken, illegal or obsolete notices, cutting 
the grass and weeds along the verges and generally cleaning up the 
town. 
 
They are the vanguard of the Dream / Droom Vaalwater campaign, 
which intends to draw the community in to a regular programme of 
uplifting the appearance of our town, tidying up the mess left by ignorant 
or careless citizens, creating floral features and building an awareness 
of the importance of keeping Vaalwater clean and attractive. 

 

 
 
The programme is the brainchild of Yvette Muldoon, a newcomer to the 
town, who works at the local Eskom offices. It stems from a nation-wide 
campaign launched by the radio station RSG, which has been 
remarkably successful in several other towns around the country. Yvette, 
with great assistance from Retha van der Merwe, an indefatigable 
activist in the community, has secured the co-operation of the Modimolle 
Municipality, whose personnel and equipment have also been much in 
evidence recently, thanks to the efforts of Isaac Gwebu and Stan Tema. 

 



 
Table/Chairs For Sale 

 
Dining Room Set, Handmade Solid Teak 
8-Seater suitable for a big lodge dining 
room.  The "Big Five" are hand-carved 

into the table top (underneath glass). The 
chairs depict the "Big Five" on the 

backrests. It sits eight people with ease.  
R24 000 neg.  jjjp@lantic.net 
082 870 8686; 012 542 1026. 

 

 
 

 
 
The programme will stand or fall according to the support it receives 
from the community. It needs not only people and equipment to assist in 
clean-up operations, but also material, like aloes, rocks, soil and 
compost to help make floral features at the entrances to the town and at 
intersections.  

 
If you’d like to participate in the DREAM / DROOM Vaalwater campaign, 

please contact: 
 

Yvette Muldoon: 082 809 2228            Retha vd Merwe: 082 782 4205  
 

Come on – help us make this dream come true! 
 

Richard Wadley 

Open Day at The Fold 
 

In appreciation of such wonderful support that we have had from the 
community you are invited to: 

 
An Open Day at The Fold 

Saturday 1 June 2013 
10.00hrs onwards 

Light Refreshments Served 
 
We invite you to come along and have a look at The Fold and learn a bit 
about us, our staff, and, most importantly, our children.  We have now 
been in operation for 2½  years, and are proud of what has been 
achieved so far.  It is time that we shared this with everyone in the 
community.  Please come and enjoy some light refreshments whilst 
learning about the project. 
 

+/- 40Kms from Vaalwater on R517, the Old Ellisras Road 
Opposite La Rive Hotel 

Tel 084 967 6022 
 

Paul and Mickey Prince 
 

 
 
 



SAPIA NEWS 
Southern African Plant Invaders Atlas 

 
Lesley Henderson, the Weed Scientist at the ARC-Plant Protection Research Institute, has devoted the current issue of 
SAPIA News to the Waterberg.  After her recent field trip to the Waterberg, Lesley was motivated to make people aware 
of the threats to this precious part of South Africa.  See what we're up against in this SAPIA News: 

 

SAPIA NEWS No. 

28.pdf
 

  

Python 
 

 
 

This lovely python, photographed by Johan Vorster at Thaba Meetse 
on 21 April, is about 5½ metres long and about 25-30 cm in diameter. 

 
 

Mountain Bike Race 
20/21 July 2013 

 
The Waterberg Toyota Lindani MTB Classic 2013 will be held on a purpose-designed single track in the pristine 
mountain bushveld of the Waterberg.  The 100km two-day race and the 30km one-day race will be held on the 20

th
 and 

21
st
 of July.   

 
Registration: www.racetime.co.za. Information: info@lindani.co.za. 

 

Good Fences Gone Bad 
 

Over the years, I have had the privilege of visiting many game farms and developing more than 10 communal nature 
reserves.  Therefore, in my experience, the most important structure on a game farm is the perimeter fence.  At R9,2 
million per buffalo or R900 000 for a sable cow no one would like to share their game with their neighbours.  One good 
sign of a farmer’s commitment to his livelihood is indeed the condition of his fences. 
 
The quality may be affected by financial capacity, but the maintenance is surely a gauge for commitment.  It often 
happens that one comes across beautiful farms with expensive species, exquisite lodges and the latest model 4x4s, 
only to be amazed at the poor condition of their perimeter fences.  How much time is spent in the garden, washing 
vehicles, sweeping verandas or the like as opposed to maintaining fences?  The less time spent maintaining fences, the 
more time it takes to bring them up to standard again.  Many farms have electrified fences, but uncontrolled grasses and 



weeds could render these ineffective.  It might be a good idea to have two people, equipped with pliers and binding 
wire, covering the perimeter once a week to make amendments where necessary.  Better still, each vehicle should have 
these as standard equipment for quick mending on site every time the rancher notices damaged portions.  Buy weed 
killer in spring and have a team clear the vegetation overgrowing the fence.  To finish, take the tractor and drag tyres 
around the farm a few times. 
 
How many times has it happened that when trying to fight a veld fire, manoeuvring along overgrown fences seemed just 
as demanding as fighting the fire?  Try imagining the frustration when witnessing the devastation that could have been 
prevented if the access roads had allowed it. 

 
by Riem Bona; Wildlife Ranching, Summer 2011; reprinted with permission. 

 

Conservancies in South Africa 
 
The June 2013 issue of Country Life has an article about the work of Conservancies in South Africa.  It’s entitled 
“Nature’s Watchdogs” and gives credit to the conservancy movement for being effective advocates for clean rivers, pure 
air, thriving wildlife, and much more.  Although it wrongly locates the Waterberg Nature Conservancy in the North West 
province, and seems to suggest that our 150,000 hectares is one contiguous property, we are given due credit for the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Guidelines we developed in 2007 (thank you Sam van Coller and Richard Wadley).  
This is a comprehensive set of guidelines for developers who are planning residential estates or other significant 
changes to land use in the Waterberg.  The Guidelines are embodied in the management plans of the Waterberg 
District Municipality and the Waterberg Biosphere Reserve and we’d like to think that they are consequently used as 
intended.  If you’re interested, Heidi can send you a copy.  
 
There are about 750 registered conservancies in the country, according to John Wesson, Chair of the National 
Association of Conservancies and Stewardship of South Africa (NACSA).  After John spoke to us about conservancies 
at our December meeting, we considered joining NACSA, ultimately deciding against it.  Nevertheless, we have been 
invited to join and participate in their upcoming AGM.  Anyone who is interested in attending and representing the 
Waterberg Nature Conservancy would be welcome.  You could report back to us with your recommendations, including 
about whether we should join or not. 

 
The Gauteng Conservancy and Stewardship Association & Cullinan Conservancy are hosting the event.  It will be held 
at the Casa-Lee Country Lodge, Cullinan, 13 -15 September 2013.  For further information, contact Joan – 
cullinanconserv@nes.co.za. 

 

Eskom Contacts 
 
Here are the names and contact details of the Eskom personnel who spoke to us at our 11 May general meeting.  They 
are quite serious that we should feel free to call them about their specialties. 
 
Leader: 
Tendani Moloto, Leader; 083 656 1408; molotot@eskom.co.za 

 
Conservation & Environmental Protection: 
Hannes Janse van Rensburg; 082 805 3480 vrensbh@eskom.co.za 

 
Waterberg District Network Development Plan: 
Andile Bala; 078 625 9803; balaAS@eskom.co.za 

 
Operations & Maintenance Technical Performance: 
Piet Grobler; 082 657 5599; GroblePW@eskom.co.za 
 
Integrated Demand Management Funding (Rebates): 
Hennie Willemse; 082 772 4813; Hennie.willemse@eskom.co.za 

 
Tariff Increase: 
Kabelo Magadlela; 083 555 5887; magadlkm@eskom.co.za 

 
 



Photos taken at Welgevonden 
by Melody Brooks Dill, Hlegamanzi Lodge

 

Waterberg Conservationist of the Year

We've changed the criteria to be sure we don't exclude cand
It's Waterberg land we want to focus on, even if the owner doesn't live permanently in the Waterberg
candidate is not a member of the Conservancy
currently devoted resources to the control of erosion, removal of alien invasive vegetation, restoration of wetlands and 
water resources, supported the community programs, etc. 

Nominations are wide open.  Let us hear fro

 

 
Lion 

 

 
Photos taken at Welgevonden Game Reserve 

by Melody Brooks Dill, Hlegamanzi Lodge. 
 

 

Waterberg Conservationist of the Year
 

We've changed the criteria to be sure we don't exclude candidates who aren't permanent residents of the Waterberg.  
It's Waterberg land we want to focus on, even if the owner doesn't live permanently in the Waterberg
candidate is not a member of the Conservancy.  There are certainly non-permanent residents who have historically and 
currently devoted resources to the control of erosion, removal of alien invasive vegetation, restoration of wetlands and 
water resources, supported the community programs, etc.  

 
Nominations are wide open.  Let us hear from you. 

 

 
 

 

 

Waterberg Conservationist of the Year 

idates who aren't permanent residents of the Waterberg.  
It's Waterberg land we want to focus on, even if the owner doesn't live permanently in the Waterberg or even if the 

sidents who have historically and 
currently devoted resources to the control of erosion, removal of alien invasive vegetation, restoration of wetlands and 



Do you have a writer or photographer in the family? 
 

Maybe a writer in the family who hasn’t yet been published?  A photograph in search of wide distribution? 
 

Don’t miss this opportunity to establish yourself as a published writer or photographer. Best of all, in the Newsletter of 
the Waterberg Nature Conservancy.  

 
Get in touch with us. 

 

Three Community Outreach Projects 
 

Just a reminder of the three Community Outreach projects that the Conservancy has established: 
 
Support to a Waterberg Conservation Project:  The WNC welcomes applications from Waterberg organizations 
seeking funding or other support for worthy projects that contribute to nature conservation in the Waterberg, especially 
those that have limited access to other funding sources. 
 
Support to a Waterberg Charitable Organisation Project:  The WNC welcomes applications from Waterberg 
organizations seeking funding or other support for worthy projects that contribute to the improvement to the lives of the 
various communities of the Waterberg, especially those that have limited access to other funding sources. 
 
Support to a Waterberg Student:  The WNC welcomes applications from Waterberg secondary school students 
studying or intending to study at tertiary or university institutions for diplomas or degrees in subjects that lead to careers 
in nature conservation and environmental protection.  Example subjects include: Nature Conservation; Field Guiding; 
Water Care; Hospitality and Tourism. 

 

 
Wait, there’s more in this Newsletter. 

Learn a little about some of our members. 
 

Scroll on to Member Profiles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Company Contact  
Contact 

Numbers 

Ant’s Nest and  
Ant’s Hill Bush homes 

Tessa and 
Ant Baber 

014 755 4296 / 
014 755 3584 /
083 287 2885

Driehoek Feeds / Voere 

Janneman 
van der 
Merwe 

                     
Karel van 
Vuuren 

                     
Hanlee van 

der Walt 
 

014 755 4370
014 755 4211
083 273 2743

 
 

Equus Horse Safaris 
 
 
 
 

Wendy 
Adams 

 
John Miller 

 

014 721 0063
 

Kgama Eco-Ranch (Pty) Ltd 

 

Steven 
Klagsbrun 

012 362 2280  
(office)  

012 362 5982 
(fax) 

083 450 7510

Kololo Game Reserve 

 

Elize 
Oosthuizen 

014 721 0920 /
014 721 0080 /
014 721 9910

Kwalata Wilderness CC 

 
Where the real Africa begins! 

Reinhard 
Heuser 

014 755 4104 /
014 755 4249 /
082 414 5622

Email Web Address 

755 4296 / 
755 3584 / 
287 2885 

reservations@waterberg.net 
www.waterberg.net and 

www.ridingsouthafrica.com 

Ant’s
the magnificent malaria

fabu
game drive

Suit

4370 
014 755 4211 
083 273 2743 

 
Janneman@driehoek.co.za 

and       
info@driehoek.co.za 

 

 
 

www.driehoekfeeds.co.za 
and                        

www.equusfeeds.co.za 
 
 

With
Feed
a co

spec
als

inter
and other farm feeds, Driehoek combines r

and science with value for money in every bag!

014 721 0063 equus@equus.co.za 
 

www.equus.co.za 
 

Since 1989, Equus Horse Safaris has offered 
exhilarating riding on well
scenically diverse bush.  Experienced riders 

enjoy

Reserve, providing the same high quality riding.

012 362 2280  

012 362 5982 

083 450 7510 

steven@kdv.co.za   
Conservation 

enhancement.  Selected hunting opportunities.

014 721 0920 / 
014 721 0080 / 
014 721 9910 

admin@kololo.co.za  www.kololo.co.za 

Kololo 
Waterberg biosphere: A malaria

a large variety of game makes Kololo a perfect 
safa
view the Big 5 
buffalo, o

014 755 4104 / 
014 755 4249 / 
082 414 5622 

reinhard@kwalata.com, 
caroline@kwalata.com; 
office@kwalata.com; 
werner@kwalata.com  

www.kwalata.com 

Ou
cons

and numerous plains game species and birds.

Brief Description 

nt’s Nest and Ant’s Hill are private bush homes in 
the magnificent malaria-free Waterberg. Enjoy 
bulous horse riding safaris, guided bush walks or 
game drives on our privately owned property. 

uitable for families, riders, honeymooners or just 
good friends travelling together 

ith over 20 years experience in milling, Driehoek 
eds manufactures a wide range of products. With 
 committed team of expert nutritionists, Driehoek 

Feeds has become a leader in the highly 
pecialised Game Feeding industry. Driehoek has 
also recently launched the new Equus Range of 

horse feeds which compare to the highest 
ternational standards. For Cattle, Game, Poultry 

and other farm feeds, Driehoek combines research 
and science with value for money in every bag! 

Since 1989, Equus Horse Safaris has offered 
exhilarating riding on well-schooled horses in 
scenically diverse bush.  Experienced riders 

joyed personal and qualified guiding.  Wendy has 
retired from guiding, but Carla Lucassen is 
operating Savannah Horse Trails on Equus 

Reserve, providing the same high quality riding. 

Conservation – Fauna and Flora – Ecological 
enhancement.  Selected hunting opportunities. 

Kololo Game Reserve is situated in the heart of the 
Waterberg biosphere: A malaria-free area, home to 

a large variety of game makes Kololo a perfect 
afari destination. Visit neighbouring reserves and 
view the Big 5 - lion, leopard, elephant, rhino and 
buffalo, or enjoy a sneak preview over the fence, 

from the comfort of your chalet at Kololo. 

Our company's main activity is hunting. Kwalata 
nsists of 13 000ha. Kwalata boasts 4 of the Big 5 
and numerous plains game species and birds. 

 



Lapalala Wilderness 

 

Dr John 
Hanks 

Dr Douglas 
Loewenthal 
Anton Walker 

Jessica 
Babich 

014 755 4066 
 

hanksppt@iafrica.com 
 

schooldirector@lapalala.com 
 

anton@lapalala.com 
 

jessica@lapalala.com 

www.lapalala.com 
A private reserve that is dedicated to 

conservation, ecotourism, community upliftment 
and environmental education 

Mokabi Lodge, Moletadikgwa 
Wildlife Sanctuary 

 

Lyn and 
Richard 
Wadley 

014 755 3506     
083 609 1425     
083 609 1464 

yeldaw@mweb.co.za  www.mokabilodge.com  

A luxury stone and thatch self-catering lodge set 
in secluded woodland affords guests a 

comfortable and tranquil experience in the 
magnificent Waterberg.  

Numerous clearly marked and annotated 
walking trails and mountain bike routes on this 

private game reserve enable visitors to enjoy the 
diversity of plant, bird and animal life offered by 

the unique environment of the Waterberg 
Biosphere Reserve 

M`solosolo Safari 

 
Relax in the heart of the 

Waterberg biosphere, private 
but luxury!!!!!! 

 

Dr. Volker and 
Marita 

Neemann 

014 755 4106  /  
083 450 6535 

office@msolosolo.com www.msolosolo.com 

Nestled deep in the Waterberg, you enter a 
quiet, malaria- and crime-free paradise. Your 

German hosts have been successfully involved 
in the hunting and lodging business for over 12 

years. Activities include hunting trips with a 
professional hunter, guided walks to bushman 
paintings, horse riding, clay target shooting, 

pistol shooting exercises, bird watching or game 
drives in an open 4x4 vehicle. We gladly 

organize elephant back rides, visits to the white 
lion park or a personal touch with rhinos. Longer 
trips e.g. to the Kruger National or Pilanesberg 
Park, sightseeing or tours to God’s window or 

Tzaneen can also be organized. 



 
 
 
 

Nkonka Bush Lodge, Nkonka 
African Safaris and Idube 

Safari Lodge 

 
PURE WATERBERG 

MAGIC 

Conway and 
Becky Volek 

082 824 1750, 
082 570 8494, 
014 755 4170 

conway@nkonka.co.za 
www.nkonkabushlodge.co.za  

www.nkonka.co.za 

Under the shade of the bushveld, broad leaved 
trees, the 4 star Nkonka Bush Lodge, provides 
guests with an escape to enjoy the true beauty 
of nature surrounding them. Enjoy the small, 
intimate nature of the camp on a fully or self 

catered basis. Informative game drives or walks 
with our experienced guide, mountain biking and 

trips to surrounding attractions can all be 
enjoyed during your tranquil bushveld getaway. 

There is also the 
 option of a self catered rustic bush camp, which 

is exclusive to one party at a time, so you are 
able to enjoy the beautiful Waterberg in the 

manner you prefer. 

Swebeswebe Wildlife Estate 
 

Ken Maud 
 

 
014 763 6261 
087 943 3063 

 

  ken@swebeswebe.com www.swebeswebe.com              

An exclusive private wildlife estate 
measuring more than 5,000 hectares that is 
dedicated to conservation and 
environmental education. 
This impressive expanse of diverse African 
bush is in a Malaria free area and has 20 
kilometers of riverine habitat flanked by 
impressive sandstone cliffs guarding 
ancient rock art paintings and is home to 
over 30 species of mammals. More than 
300 recorded species of birds, and a variety 
of reptiles characteristic of this part of the 
bushveld, all add to the diverse charms of 

this secluded African retreat. 


